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| RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 
“BY JOHN K. KELSON, 


al the land, unto all the inhabitants thereot.” 


IBERTY means law, permission, freedom. The word has reference to 
1 previous state of restraint or coetcion. The term liberty is of noble 
birth; the sentiment is from the bosom of Deity; it shines out from the abyss. _ 
of eternity like a star of promise. Liberty is from above, bondage and 
restraint ate from beriéath. Liberty is the best of God's gifts to man, but i in 
his weakness and disloyalty man has yielded up the treasure and become a. 

The Creator made man a free agent, and then granted him the liberty to: 
think and act as it pleased him, but he has abused his Maker's beneficenca., 
Like a weak and simple child, possessed of a priceless treasure without ap- 
preciating its worth, man has allowed himself to be wheedled out of his. 
liberty by one who is his greatest enemy. After thousands of years of mental, 
bondage, class discriminations and separations, the world is waking up, and, 
mankind realize that somebody has robbed them of their liberty. There i is a. 
general movement to regain the lost treasure of liberty. All are, 
for it; many are fighting for it; a few have gained it, and they realize tt, 
the’ price” of holding it is eternal vigilance.” 

The simple fact that the and defense of liberty favolye 
obntests and inddmitable valer, proves that there is a power, 
principle of freedom. ‘This power is so Pty in its character e 
and malignant in its workin Sh to act 
of the evil. hay dark inaty foe, of 
is abche here elss The ‘power which ‘robbed. of. 
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which holds in thrall the souls and bodies of men, is Satanic—that power 
which is the enemy of both God and man. 

It is often said that man is a progressive being,” but the aphorism is 
generally employed to designate the temporary and limited advancement of 
a certain portion of humanity in a certain direction, and without compre- 
hending its vast scope und deep significance Mankind have had nearly six 
thousand years in which to employ their prwets and opportunities to progress, 
and how much real and material progress have they made? Whatever progress 
has 17 made is due to possession of liberty; and those only who bave en- 
joyed liberty have made progress. No advancement can possibly be made 
by people who are ia bondage. This remark applies equally to mental and 
spiritual thraldom, and to physical servitude and villainage. There has been, 
from the beginning, a determined opposition to man’s progress. In every age 
and among every people and nation, the avenues of enlightenment and free- 
dom of thought and action, which tended to personal liberty, have been 
blocked atid the path beset with obstaeles. | | 

Spiritually considered, the world has been a vast prison-house, wherein 
men’s souls have been manacled with the block-chains of error and superati- 
tion, while physical bondage and corporal tortures have stood guard to en- 
force the cruel incarceration, and to prevent the free spirit from bursting into 
liberty. This is true of Pagan, Jew and Obristian, -: At various times, under 
the pain and gall of this unnatural Constraint, noble spirits have become 
restive, and, filled with bitter hate towards their associates in spiritual thral- 
dom, have broken through the detestable girdle. Then, hoping for and 

romising religious liberty to all who would follow their rebel bannet th 
905 led tens of thousands to affliction and slaughter; aud eiter wedi 
\Yofigh sorrow and tears and bloed, they have found themselves engulfed 

4 1 deeper pit of spiritual darkness and bondage. I wiinteta Ye 
"Th ths age there is great-show, parade, and boast of religious liberty. But 
what is this religious liberty? Is it not, in its essential elements, the erty: 
td Uu vs no religion] The savage races who have dwindled from 
into barbarism have liberty, because they have no laws There can bene 
religious liberty where there is no religion. Religion is belief in the trag 
God, faith in Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of the world, and in the -prinei4 
A Ordinances of the Gospel; ebedience to the revealed, laws. of God. 
hed to 4 holy and spotless life. Where the liberty exists to de this; with: 
out mblestationz there is religious liberty, and nowhere else. Is there ung 
oodtisry in the wide world where this can be done? If there is; it is an 
moss of thie forest. Trus religion will allow men to believe 
thé Gospel without coercion or interferancs. Religious liberty vill 


grittéct u people in the belief of doctrines either true: or falee;, but thera never: 


existed a nation or people upon the earth that would tolerate. truerreligionin 


anch Belief in thé trne, God; ‘the antherity of divinely appointed 
ne, God; the antherity et divinely appointed. 


this earth, have been opposed, repudiated and stamped, 
— — ~ 
ont Tis vapobstis taten tation 


n snare Its protective sgis will defend thé old established systems 
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which have bean dignified with the appellation of religious institutions, but 
which have grown. hoary with age, formidable in power and wealth, — 
and irightin| from a past history of croelty, Oppregsion and tyranny Ate. 
eneirdling folds will embrace the infidel, the spiritualist, and the the thousead: 
wrangling sects which play such fantastic tricks before high hea ven, and, 
‘which go to make up the jarring chorus and clashing dissonance of “Mystery, 

Babylon.” Within this favored circle of incongruous elements there is 
lüberty liberty to disunite, liberty to wrangle, liberty to sing and pray, to 
preach and oppose; liberty to be or do anything as long as the characteristic 
spirit is manifested and the true animus sustained. The freedom extended: 
to perpetnate and defend this multitudinous discordance is called religious. 
liberty. A better name would be irreligious liberty. But whatever errors 
or iuconsistency there might be in the appellation, it is perfectly proper that 
the liberty should be accorded to every man to think, believe and practice. 
What he considers to be right. But no inan has the right to claim suvereignty 
and control uver the human mind, either to hinder the free exercise thereof, 
or to preseribe and force upon others any particular creeds or dogmas of 
belief. This right: has been claimed and exercised by both secular and 
ecclesiastic authorities In many cases a single individual has claimed the. 
Tight to rule the minds and ¢onsciences of a whole nation, and, to maintain 
this right, has used the. dungeon, the headsman and tortaring pyre as instru- 
ahents of coercion and vengeance. This right and authority have never been 
-~vested by the Almighty in any individual, or any number of individuals; 
and n fearful responsibility rests upon those who have usurped it. 

Trus religion, or the revealed plan of salvation, is a theocracy. It em- 
traces in ita scupe not merely a church, a body of. worshipers circumscribed. 
by a set of dogmas of belief and practice, but it comprises an organized body 
or government, with all the essential elementa and adjuncts of a body politic, 
having jurisdiction over the. welfare of its members in matters both spiritual 
aad Tho visible presence and matured development uf true re- 
ion is a kingdom the kingdum of God. The first principle and grand 
inwignia of this: kingdom is liberty. The Constitution of American inde- 
jpeadence is a selection frum its code of laws, inspired by its head, and more 
worthy the name of a religious formula than all the creeds and dogmas of 
men in existence. 

„The economy of salvation is founded on man’s free agency. Ite conditions, 
ue Offered, not enforced. Its privileges ure predicated upon obedience, and 
its benefits are the rewards of merit. No system of force or constraint is, in 
the least degree, compatible with uch principles. The kingdom, of God is 
not ofthis world.” Jesus did not come as an invader; He offered Hi:nself 
aaeGevior. His doctrine was, He that will may come and partake of the 
waters.of life frealy.” Eternal life is too precious a reward to be forced upon 
any one. It is beneath the dignity of truth to persecute error. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainta is the beat. exponent and 
‘ekauaphe.of religiune liberty to be found upen the face of the earth, Its 
priteples.and and for the good ef the, people, sad 
while merabers aphold, ain and carry them out, they will never be 
shemeelves brought into bondage, nor will they coerce and persecute others. 
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The standing law of the Church is, that “All things shall be done by. 
common consent.” (See Doctrine and Covenants, pages 137 and 141.) This 
grand rule is the key-stone of the arch of American independence, as it is the 
key-note of the harmonious government of the Church. This term consent 
embodies, more than any other word in the English language, the true idea 
and formation of republican or representative government. The Latter-day 
Saints believe that this sublime conception of both secular and ecclesiastical 
government was given by Divine inspiration. This belief is warranted by 
the harmony of the language and spirit of the law given to the Church, and 
the Declaration of Independence. In the former the law is, All things: 
shall be done by common consent.“ In the latter the rule is given that 
**Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed.“ 

This principle of government, which derives its authority and just 
powers” from the consent of the governed, is the acme of liberty, the highest: 
point ever reached by man in civilization, the sublimest conception of civil 
and religious liberty. Its area of administration is so broad and compre-. 
hensive that it embraces all the authority needed in the commonwealth.. 
The folds of its protective egis are so ample, that, beneath them, both 
religious and secular governments might operate without the least friction. 

Government by consent of the governed is the panacea for this mis- 
governed world. A celestial law-giver has brought this glorious principle: 
from a higher sphere; it has come to stay; it. is implanted in the hearts of. 
men who will hold it as a sacred treasure, more precious than life. It will 
spread to every nation, and gladden every clime. The Gospel must be pro- 
claimed to every people, but this grand principle of religious liberty must go- 
before and open up the way. The Gospel must be offered to men, not forced‘ 
upon them; they must have the opportunity of receiving or. rejecting it; 
therefore all the bands of priesteraft and kingcraft will be broken, and 
religious liberty proclaimed throughout the world. 

The American nation is the first to whom this principle of — govern- 
ment has been vouchsafed. Do the people appreciate the great favor! Do 
they prize the treasure and use it for their best good and benefit, and aceord- 
ing to the spirit and meaning and intent thereof? The primal principle and 
leading idea of republican or representative government is union. If: gov- 
ernments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed, the 
consent should be unanimous, or else the government is not perfect. The 
popular notion of party strife and opposition is erroneous and = * 
the true principle of government. 

This principle of dissent has entered into every 1 of electives 
polity, and is accounted one of the bulwarks of freedom. But its over in- 
dulgence has untwisted the bonds of concord which once held the nation 
together as one body, and, if persisted in, the mighty ship of State is in 
danger of total wreck, and its fragments * be 
Waters of strife and disunion... 

Union is the foundation of all true aha atable pet 
little hope that it will bs adopted. The nations ate doomed to be dashed ta 
pieces. Therfragments cannot be gathered. ‘There, be u new start made, 
Religious liberty must build her-own fair temple and invite the lovers ‘of 
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freedom and peace to enter and enjoy its tranquil shade. Its foundations 
‘must be laid in righteousness, truth and freedom. Those who labor for the 
‘establishment of religious liberty will he opposed. While they are the freest 
‘spirits of the age they wilf Recalled slaves. Although they will have the 
courage to burst the shackles from their souls and come out from the debris 
f crumbling despotisms,.they will be pointed at as low, mean grovelers. 
While they sustain their head and do all things by common consent; while 
‘they make loyalty a sacréd duty, and obedience to law a religious obligation, 
they will be accounted fools and serfs. But they will go on and do good to 
themselves and to the world. They will build an asylum for the oppressed 
of all nations. They will erect a Church with room enough to receive the 
weary and honest pilgrims, the worried and disgusted refugees from all the 
time-tossed religions of the earth: This edifice will be something unique in 
point of novelty and excellence, something new for the sun to shine upon—a 
‘united people! Religious liberty in this world must be instituted upon new 
principles; the institution must be new from bottom to top. No government 
need be afraid that its domain is going to be encroached upon, or its security 
put in jeopardy. The churches have no cause for alarm; nothing will be 
Wanted from their creeds or rituals. All the materials must be new and 
fresh; they are all prepared. They are not of earth, they will come from 
above, for God Almighty is the architect, provider and builder. 


“DOWN WITH THE MORMONS.” | 
—— — 


Bon Burdette,” in the Cincinnati Enquirer, * fun at the political wrecks 
‘who are sseking notoriety oy abusing the “ Mormons,” in this wise: 

Be something, young man. If none of the existing parties satisfy you, organize one 
of your own, and go sloshing around.’ But havea politic. Institute a war cry. View 
with alarm and point with pride on your own hook, but do view and point. If you are 
-very vigorous you may also at times ‘recoil with horror.’ You will find this very effect- 
ive toward the close of the campaign. If I had time, my son, I believe I could fit you 
out with a full and complete assortment of tools, weapons and armor for politics. 

ou should have, at the opening of the campaign, besides the matters already men- 
tioned: an. kegs of nails, wherewith toinail the enemy's lies. 


Nou nail lie: 

‘DOWN WITH THR MORMONS,’ 

busy. Shout when you satter them. Say something mean about the Mormons. a 
A few ‘demands’ for things that we already have, and have had for fifty years. 
Nobody will notice this if you only yell them out lustily, and with the air of a man who 

-is saying something new. The older the ‘demand,’ the louder you must yell when you 

"make it. ‘Demand’ especially that the Mormons be suppressed. 

Some ‘ pledges’ more or less. Pledge yourself to something easy—the abolition of 
3 the abolition of slavery and unyielding opposition to the payment of the 
nne Roar about it and give it to the Mormons 
red hot. 

Remember the soldiers. Twont 
cost you a cent. Stand upon the house-tops, and in a loud voice call them the defend - 
ers of the republic,’ and declare that they shall have their rights. — Along near the close 
of the campaign you might promise them their lefts. That's what they'll get anyhow, 
ut you needn't say anything about that; ‘keep as noisy as possible, and how!: 
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“THE MORMOXS MUST GOP 
„ Arraign the administration! Oh! every time arraign the administration. And,» 
common arraignment will not do. If any platform contains net a scathing arraignment 
_of the administration, the same is a Har ands horse thief, the same more or less. i, 
‘unfortunately, you are on the side of the administration, then you must arraign the 
‘other party. But you labor under a great disadvantage if you are in with the administra- 
‘tion. It isso much easier to stand in the street and throw stones at the window, than 
is te stand in the window and throw stones into the street. 
** Blessed be opposition. Because why? Melita: ta zen. of There 
_are no stones in the house, whereas the street is full of ‘em, and the man in the windew 
can’t throw until the man in the street has first fired a rock at him. And if it so be that 
‘the first dornick catches him in the eye his case is distressing, or if it be that, while 
stooping to pick up the first stone, the man in the street fires half a dozen more at his 
‘stooping figure, then is the last state of the man in the house woree than the first. 
* Holler’ as loud as you throw fast, and let the Mormous have it all the time. 

For the reasons set forth above, never fight on the defensive. Always keep going up- 
and down like a raging lion, seeking where you may investigate somebody. ‘You 
haven't taught me any of the parries,’ said a young soldier to an old Prussian fencing 
master. Parries be ——,’ (I have forgotten the Prussian for the word,) replied the other 
moustache. ‘You thrust; let the other fellow parry.’ Lay it on the Mormons every 
‘time. 

Demand the resumption of specie payments. ben many 
years that most people have forgotten it, and this slogan will catch the Greenbackers. 
There, that reminds me. By all means have a slogan. No party is equipped for the 
contest until it has a slogan. In some wards you will want a slogan that holds a quart. 
Down with the Mormons, remember. And talk loud. 

Pat civil service reform on the back. Remember that, in the hands of the adminis- 
tration it is a mere instrument of partisan tyranny and nepotism, an object ef selfish 
ambition and base personal greed; but in your hands and those of your relatives by con- 
sanguinity, marriage and adoption, public station would be a place of henor and honesty, 
capacity and fidelity, and constitute the only valid claims to public endorsement And 


can 
Scharen THE MORMONS? 


breeding a demoralization from its foul and festering chapa, that is fetid with rank eon 
green earth. This will catch the free protradetionist« 
I think there's about all you need to start with, my boy, aad the ‘other things will 
our to you as the campaign advances. It’s always safe to let into the Mormons. They 
have no friends east of the Rocky Mountains, and very few west. Some of these points 
you may have to modify a little, but in the main you can use them as they are. They 
‘have been used by two parties during the past twenty years, and have come out radiant 
with victory and noble in defeat every time.” 


4 


WORDS OF CHEER. 
— — 
Ye Saints who dwell in bondage, far removed from Zion’s rest, 
cond any to try cheer your Beasts when sere oppressed; 
I greet yeu as a son of God servant in His cause, 
‘One who, like you, is striving hard to keep His holy laws. 


I know your tribulations sore, I've seen your hardships drear, 
Pre watched you in your struggle hard to gather with us here; 


LATTEB-DAY. SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 118 


And Ged and angels ever watch you from bright courts on high, 
And e’er to guard you are around when danger draweth nigh. 


Think not that you forgotten are by Saints in Zion fair, 

No, no, we e’er remember you each time we meet for prayer; 
When round the family altar we the Lord our praises pay, 
We ask Him to be mindful of His children far away. 


We know that soon He'll gather from remotest ends of earth, 

His faithful sons and daughters who have shared the second birth, 
And here to Zion’s peaceful home, with songs of joy and praise, 
Will bring His faithful children, „en the Saints of latter days. 


Here temples of Jehovah—-where the dead aalyation see 

Their granite heads in glory raise, in perfect majesty, 

And within their sacred precincts the faithful Saints rejoice 

In truths celestial given to them by inspiratien’s voice. 

Here God's own Prophet guides His Saints secure from every harm; 
When dangers thicken we are taught to trust in God's strong arm 
With plenty we're surrounded, and no beggar’s cry we hear; 

The poor are cared for, and with hope we try the sad to cheer. 


Vet with these joys and blessings, cares and sorrows oft are seen: 
Could we enjoy the sunshine did no chance vlouds intervene? 
Zion truly is a furnace,—bleased is the Saint who can 

Through it pass without a murmur, all its trials bravely scan. 
Tis God's divine economy to throw arvund our way 
Temptations sore, to see if we from truth and right will stray; 
And though ofttimes in weakness we may think the Lord unkind, 
Vet when we see as God now sees, we'll find our eyes were blind. 


Hence, in the days when Isrsel, led forth from bondage drear, 

At God’s command to Canaan’s land their onward course did steer, 

They murmured in the wilderness—complained of God's strange way 
Wished they were back in Egypt, een beneath a tyrant’s sway: , 


And many Saints in Bab’lon think if ’twas Jehovah’s mind 
For them to haste to Zion’s land, a way He’d surely find 
To gather them as soon as they received their second birth, 
And not leave them in bundage drear, dispersed o’er all the earth. 


But God a mighty ohject has in this as in all things, 

Tu true we may not see it, bat each trial a blessing brings, 
And just as avon as Gud sees fit He'll gather Saints to rest, 
But while in Babylon they should His love e’er manifest. 


We cannot in our mortal state see all things for our good; 

What bitter tears we ne’er would shed if see this we but could? 
How many gloamy. painful hours would pass in hope and cheer? 
How often from behind the cloud would shine the sun so dear? 


When from our happy hearth we're called upon to sadly part 
With one whom we so dearly love the idol of our heart 

Ob! how we weep and mourn his loss, yet could we only know 
The mighty work to which he’s called, we'd long ourselves to go. 


Then Saints in bondage ne'er dispair how long you have to stay, 
Trust in your God and He. ere long will open up your way; 
Dry every tear, cheer up your soul, for soon will Zion shine 
Before your gaze, anil in her paths will glitter traths divine 


Balt Lake’ City, Oct. 16, 1888 James H. Wann 
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THE GOSPEL. 
In writing upon the subject of the Gospel, we wish it understood that we do 
not mean one of the narratives of the life and doings of our Savior contained 
in the New.Testament, and written by Matthew, Mark, Luke or John, but 
the Gospel which they and their Master before them preached. We mean 
the Gospel which the Savior commissioned His Aposties to go into all the 
world and preach. We mean the Gospel of the kingdom which He declared 
should be preached in all the world for a witness just before the end should 
come. We mean the Gospel that John, the Revelator saw in a vision, that 
an angel should fly through the midst of heaven to bring to the earth, to be 
preached to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. We mean a perfect 
plan devised in the councils of heaven, before man had au existence upon this 
earth, by living in accordance with which all mankind may be saved. 

Paul defines the Gospel of Christ” as the power of God unto salvation, 
and says “ therein is the righteousness of God revealed.” In the same sense 
we might say that the laws of Great Britain represent the power or wisdom 
of the law-makers unto the end of maintainipg peace and securing to the 
subjects of the nation their rights; and that therein, inasmuch as they are 
just laws, is the righteousness of the governing or law-making power of the 
nation revealed, The Author of our being, the Creator of the universe, 
placed man here upon this earth for a special purpose to prove his worthiness 
for another and more exalted state of existenee, to work out his “salvation 
with fear and trembling.’ The Gospel is the law that He has given him to 
live by. Salvation is the reward fer its observance, damnation is the penalty 
that will result from its non-observance. But the question may be asked: 
“ what is meant by salvation?” In this sense it implies exemption from the 
consequences of sin. Sin is the transgression of law, whether pertaining to 
human governments, to our mortal bodies or to the spirits which inhabit our 
bodies, Salvation’ means exemption from the penalties which human laws 
inflict ; it means exemption from the aggravated ills from which our mortal 
bodies suffer when the laws of health are violated ; it means exemption from 
the condemnation which the Great Judge of all will visit upon the spirits of 
those who, when weighed in the balance will be found wanting. The Gospel 
is intended to save men temporally as well as spfrituälty, nere as well as here- 
after. One man is not going to be saved by the arbitrary decree of the 
Almighty, though ever ao fall of sin, though ever 80 unworthy, and another 
man condemned by a similar decree, though ever 80 free from sin. All men 


* 
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will be judged according to the deeds done in the body, whether good or evil. 
And the Gospel is going to save men by affurding them a knowledge of the 
course to pursue to escape eondemustion. It is sufficiently complete in all its 
details to do this. 

Tho question may now be asked “Where can this Gospel be found in all its 
fullness and completeness!” We answer, in the revelations of God to His 
Prophet Joseph Smith, and among the people called Latter-day Saints. The 
Lord Almighty revealed it to that man, and through His holy angels endowed 
bim with power and authority to officiate in its ordinances and to establish 
His Church in this age, and in that Church and in it only is that authority 
now to be found, and by the members of that Church only is the Gospel 
“preached in its purity, simplicity and fullness. 

But the question may be asked: “How are we to know this which the 
Latter-day Saints preach is the Gospel? Other persons in the world claim 
to have the Gospel, and yet it is entirely different to this. Is it not possi- 
ble for a person to pretend to possess something which he really does not 
possess? Is it not also possible for a man to imagine he possesses something 
he really does not have. ?” ud 

Ves; we read that Satan once took the Savior up on a high mountain and 
offered to give Him the whole world if He would only bow down and worship 
him, and yet the old sinner did not own a foot of it. It is also true that there 
ate such things as hallucinations—vain imaginings that one has certain things 

that he really does not have. We have heard of a monomaniac imagining 
that his legs were made of glass and as brittle as clay pipe-stems. But others 
had means of testing and proving such was not the case. And so have all people 
the means of testing whether that which the Latter-day Saints claim to 
- possess and preach as the Gospel is the genuine article or not. | 
| Isaiah says To the law and the testimony ; if they speak not according to 
this word it is because there is no light in them.” The world is in possession 
of the Bible, which contains the law of God as delivered in various ages, and 
as taught by the Savior Himself, and also the testimony of His Apostles. 
That book serves as a gauge by which any doctrine may be tested, that is 
taught as a part of the Gospel, and if it is found to conflict with what is 
taught in that book, there is good reason for believing that is not the Gospel. 
Then there is another way of testing it. When the Jews marveled at the 
wisdom of Jesus on hearing Him teaching in the temple, and asked “ How 
knoweth this man letters, having never learned?” He answered My doctrine 
is not mine, but His that sent me. If any man will do His will, he shall know 
of the doctrine whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” By reading 
others of the Saviors sayings we learn by what: means those who were 
obedient to the will of the Father were to obtain this knowledge. It was 
through the operation of the Holy Spirit upon them, Jesus sdid to His 
disciples “ ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnésses unto’ me“ Agalf He gaid But the Com- 
fTorter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
hall teach you all things, and bring all things to Jour remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you.” His apostles: received this testimony and it 
enabled them to declare with boldness “we are His witnesses of these things; 
and 80 is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that ooey Him.” 


1 


778 UATTEB-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIA) OT AR. 


It enabled them also to testify that thoss who would ‘likewise obey the 
requirements of the Gospel would reesive a similar testimony. Peter! made 
this promise to the devout men who were assembled on the day of Pentesoet 
who wanted to know what they should do to be saved. He replied “ Repestt, 
and be baptized every one of yem in the name of Jesus Christ fos the 
-remiasion of sina, and ye shall receive the Hol Ghost. For the promise is unn 
vou, and to your children and to all thet: du ee mr 
Lord our God ahall eall.“ 
Here was another means which the people then had, and which the bet 
now have of proving the truth of that which is taught, for the Latter-day 
Saints make the same promise that Peter did, and if people actually do 
receive the Holy Ghost, and it actually does for them that whieh the Savior 
said it would, they have the strongest possible proof of the genuineness of the 
doctrines taught. They then become witnesses of the truth of the promises 
made, even as the Apostles of old were witnesses, or as the Corinthian Saints 
were witnesses of Paule divine calling (L Cor. ix. 1, 2) Jesus frequeatly 
referred also to the works which be did as witnesses of His divine mission. 
In like manner the Latter-day Saints refer to the works which they, through 
the blessing of the Lord have been enabled to.accomplish since the restoration 
of the Gospel and the re-establishment of the Chureh of Christ, fifty-three 
years ago, as proof of the truth of their testimony. 
Let any unbiased person examine these works, and compare them with. the 
works of other sects who claim to bave the Gospel, and he will find ample 
proof of the fact that we declare to all the world; that the Lord has raised up 
a prophet in this age and through him restored the everlasting Gospel with 
all its former gifts and powers and gracés ; that obedience to that Gospel 
is the only means offered to man whereby he can be saved, and that the 
rejection of that Gospel, as preached by the Latter-day Saints, will bring 
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ARRIVALS AND APPOINTMENTS.—On Friday the 23rd ult., three 
more Elders arrived from Utah in the Wisconsin: W. C. A. Smoot, jun. J. 
R. Boshard and Augus McKay. The latter has been laboring for about twelve 
months past in the Southern States; he prdceeded to Glasgow on the following 
day to continue his labors in the winistry in a new field. The two ſotmer, 
alter visiting friends in this neighburhood proceeded to London, ou Moaday 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDEN om 
— 


ANTI-“MORMON” LECTURES AND oo RESULT. 
President Isaac Green writes from Bristol, Nov. 6, 1883, as follows: 


„We have moved into our new Conference house, and find it r 
We have good, comfortable quactera for 
_ Elders, a fine large or meeting purposes, 

1 „The anti- Mormon’ lecturer, Richard Walton, of this city, has been‘ ¢ausing quite 
an excitement here of late by extensively advertizing his intention ef delivering u wertes 


— — 


» 
condemnation. 
— — —ę—-— 
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A lectures on the ‘ Errors of Mormonism." We find that his series of lectures consists 
of a repetition of the first, which ie a slanderous and ‘villainous affair, and a filthy re- 
ou the churches who will allow it to be delivered in their midst. 
A the fires lecture: Hodges: asked for ‘the 'pritilege “bf replying to it in chat 
.place on the following Friday night, or at any subscquent time that would be suitable 
that Elder Hodges could occupy the stand in that meeting ten minutes for that purpose, 
but as the lectoter had taken an hour aad a quarter for its delivery, it was not possible 
for him to reply in so abort a time. He was able, however, amidst a great deal of con- 
fusion, to denounce the lecture 9s u vile slander, and the course of Mr. Walton as un- 
fair and ungentlemanly. He defended the character of President Brigham Young, bore 
‘his testimony to the truth of the doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and invited all the people to our meetings, where they could hear the true Gospel 
of Jesus Christ taught. This kind of talk did nut suit the lecturer, chairman, and other 
reverend divines present, and they protested so much and made so much disturbance, 
that Elder: Hodges was compelled ta resume his seat. There were a good many people 
who thought the lecturer and his party did not want fair play, and the result i we have 
had a good many attend our meetings. One gentleman, by the name of Samuel Gentle, 
“who had sven a report of the meeting in the newspapers, came to us on the following 
Sanday evening and said: I want to tell you not to be put down by any such a man ds 
Dick Walton, for he is anything but an honest man, and I can prove it; and 
I hate to see the ‘Mormons’ or anybody else put down by anysuch a man.’ 
At the close of his next lecture, which occupied more than an hour and a half, a 
gentleman by the nanie of Mr. Pope asked for the privilege of saying a few words. * 
said he was not a member of the Mormon’ Church, bat his beloved wife, who had re- 
cently died, did belong to that Church, and as she was a good woman, it was out of 
respect to her memory that he arose in their midst on that occasion. He said he wanted 
to read a few extracts from Hepworth Dixon’s book, New America, which would clearly 
show that the ‘ Mormons’ were altogether a different people to what the lecturer had 
represented them to ve. At this point both the lectarer and chairman were on their 
say. There were two parties in the large meeting, and a great many wanted to hear 
both sides, but the religious bigots did not want our side to be heard, and they created 
se much oonfusion that Mr. Pope had to take his seat. Elder Hodges then walked up 
ou the statid and demanded the richt to speak, because the lecturer had mentioned his. 
name beveral times during the evening. He then denounced in forcible and becoming | 
language the unjust course of the chairman and lectarer, and said if Mr. Pope had been 
‘allowed to read what that celebrated writer, Hepworth Dixon, had said about the Mor- 
won, it would have proven to that meeting that the lecture which they had heard was 
‘nothing but a dirty and vile slander, and that the Mormons” were a good, virtuous, 
‘industrious and law-abiding people. 


Mr. Walton said he could prove from our staudard works what he had been saying. 
Elder Hodges defied him to do it, and demanded him to produce the booka. He com- 
menced to read from a pamphlet which, when examined, proved to be something entirely 
different to anything our people had ever published. At this time the deceit and fraud 
of the leoturer were #0 clearly manifested, that there were hisses and great confusion in 
‘the meeting, and he was very much confused. The chairman finally declared he would 
not let. Elder Hodges say another word, I then arose and told the people who I was, 
and asked them if they knew anything against my character or the character of any of 
be Faia sons ee and defied them to impeach the characters 
any, of the Elders who were laboring in England st the present time, There was a. 
great deal of conteution and confusion, and I was not allowed to prolong my remarks. 
what their author intended it sheuld be. 


— 
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„Mr. Webber, a gentleman of Taunton, in writing to Elder Hodges, says that the 
Rev. P. Morrison, who is the author of seme scandalous letters against our people, a 
reply to one of which was published in the Stak a short time ago, has been ‘ kicked out 
of his church bag and baggage.’ Mr. Webber closes his letter as follows: It turns out 
his name is not Morrison, but Flynn, and for some offense (forging a document) he had 
to quit the country whilst in charge off a curacy in Shaftsbury, Dorset. He bolted to 
America, and when, I suppose, it got too warm for him there, he came back under a 
false name, and, with supposed forged testimonials, got a curacy here. Well, he is gone, 
-and a good riddance. I fear there are a great many such men in our old church, but I 
-cannot help thinking you gained a great victory. ‘Barely it:is not for such men to write 
cand judge your faith.’ 

The victory belongs to God, for it is He who hath said, i‘ Woe to them who fight 
sagainst Zion.’ Thousands besides Mr. Flynn (alias Morrison) have demonstrated the 
“truth of these words, and Mr. Richard Walton’s name will be written in the same list. 
I am inclined to think his confusion at his last lecture ponvinces him it is hard to kick 
against the pricks.’ It is now more than three weeks since his last lecture; surely his 
‘series is very short if he stops now. 

A gentleman by the name of Matthews, who has been attending vur meetings lately 
told us that Mr. Walton had asked him to join him in opposing and lecturing against the 
““ Mormons.’ The reply of Mr. Matthews was: Tou have come too late; I have attended 
dented to be by their enemies.’ 

, **We have been considerably advertized, one end snother, in Bristol of late, and 
the result is a good many strangers attend our meetings, and quite a number are investi- 
_gating our doctrines. We hope and pray that, by the blessing of our heavenly Father, 
«some of the honest will receive the testimony of the truth. 

All the Elders 
faithful.” 


AN INTERESTING TRIP. 


Elder Wm. Wagstaff, writing to Geo. ©. Lambert from porn ram N. ov. 
8, 1883, says: 
Mx health continues good. I told you ere to be called 
to visit my aunt in Hertfordshire, who was n from a severe illness, and according 
to my expectations she wished me to come f but, to my great sorrow, I did not 
reach there in time to see her alive, as she expired several hours before my arrival. She 
made several inquiries for me the day previous to her decease. While absent I visited a 
great many people and places that were familiar to me in my boyhood days. Among the 
rest I visited London, where I found » number of my relatives who were delighted to see 
me, but manifested but little disposition to make inquiries in regard to my business in 
these lands; in fact, this has been my experience with nearly all my relatives, strange to 
‘say. But I did not leave them without telling them of my errand. I also visited 
“Caldecote, the place of my birth; there I met Mr. Foxley, with whom you had an inter- 
view while laboring in Bedfordshire; he was formerly à member of the Church, and 
‘talked to me quite freely on the matter, and said that any person who is willing to take 
tue Scriptures for his guide must confess the truth of “Mormonism,” although he says ft 
“seems to have become a dead letter to the people of that part ‘of the coufitry. It looks 
‘ab though all the gleaning is over there, as u great number have émigrated from there th 
former years. L Also visited Biggleswade, where I have nb relatives, but where I attend- 
“ed school before my departure to Utah. One of my old schoolmates is still there, anil 
“was very much pleased to see me after an absence of over twenty-one years. He became 
‘very anxious to find out the nature of my visit, as he had heard a great deal of rumor in 
‘regard to ‘Mormoniém.’ I arrived there on Friday evening, ‘expecting to leave on the 
following morning, but he was not willing to hear anything of that, as he ‘said he hail 
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invited some of his wife’s friends to spend Sunday with me, as they, like him, wished to 
know more about our faith. I attended the Calvinist meeting in the forenoon, and, of 
course, they wished to know how I liked the sermon and the minister. This gave me an 

opportunity to explain our doctrines, and in the evening, after tea time, I tuld them I 
would be pleased to answer any questions they wished to ask, and that was no small 
number. I conversed with them till nearly ten o’clock, and they were so very much in- 
terested in my remarks that one gentleman said he would like three or four such evenings, 
as he had never heard such sound arguments used, backed up by Scripture. I notieed 
he was quite affected; in fact, they all were. Another member of the family stated that 
had she known I was there she would certainly have been present. I must acknowledge 
that the Lord assisted me with His Holy Spirit, so that I did not feel in the least em- 
barrassed. They said I might as well stay with them another week, but for various 
reasons I thought it would not be wisdom, as I have been from my field of labor over 
three weeks. send then: time, as they 
wished me to do. 

„My experience in the ministry has taught me that there are yet hundreds of good, 
honest persons in the world who know nothing about the principles of the Latter-day 
Saints, and I must confess that I am at a loss to know how such persons are to be warned 
of tbe belief of the Saints; as they scarcely ever hear anything but the black side of the 
subject. My late visit has been to me one of the most enjoyable times I have spent since 
my arrival in these lands, and I believe it is the experience of nearly all the Elders, that 
the most agreeable times we have are when we are constantly employed conversing in- 
public and private upon the principles of the 

On my arrival here on Nov. 5th, I found Elders S. R Bennion and Joseph H. Arm- 
strong, who seem to feel well in the cause, and, like the rest of the Elders, are anxious to 


| MINUTES OF. THE LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 
HELD AT THE e 8 CLUB, ROOM, 11, FOUNDRY STREET, OVER DARWENS,. 
ox SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1883. 
——o—— 

from Utah present. at the morning meeting, which commenced 
at 10-30: W. F. Smith, President of, and G. Wilson, Jos. Graham, J. A. Druce 
and W. D. Williams, Traveling Elders in, the Liverpool Conference ; also 
Elder J. A. Smith, of the Leeds Conference. 

President W. F. Smith expressed his regret at the weather being so 0 and 
unfavorable, which had prevented many of the Saints from being present. 
Conference was held for the purpose of hearivg the various reports, learning 
the condition. of the Saints, and imparting such instructions to them as the 
Spirit of God dietated to His servants. 

Elder Eli Kirkham, President of the Blackburn and Over Darwen Branch. 
“rpported the majority of the members of said Branch, as being true and 
faithful Saints. Considerable tracting had been done by them during the: 


summer. 

Elder J. A, Druce gave a favorable report of the Saints in the Preston and 

Blackburn Districts. A few investigators attended meetings regularly, and 

the Prospects for converts’ were quite promising. He, in connection wi 
er Elders, had held many out · door meetings, in which generally, 

order had prevailed, but in some bitter opposition had been manifested. 
Elder Joseph Graham said that he and Elder Wilson had labored Ae 

in Runcorn and Wigan Districts, but the people would not “endure sound. 
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doctrine.” The Saints endeavored to live their religion, and were kind and 
hospitable to tae Elders. Some investigators had been convinced of the truth 
of the Gospel, but through the lack of moral courage bad not obeyed it. He 
then dwelt for some time on the first principles of the Guspel, producing 
evidences to prove that a strict compliance with them was necessary, in onder 
to obtain salvation. 
| Benediction by J. A. Smith. 


- Apostle John Henry Smith, President of the European Mission; ‘Elders 
Geo, C, Lambert, Benjamin Bennett and H. L. James, of the MIXXNI AL. 
Stak Office, were present in the afternoon and evening meetings, in addition 
to the Elders already enumerated. 

The afternoon meeting commenced at 2-30 with singing, and prayer by 
Elder B. Bennett. The Sacrament was administered by Elders J. A. Druce 
and Jus. Graham. 

_ Eldera Geo. Wilson and W. D. Williams in reporting their labors in their 
— Districts, corroborated the statements made in the morning by 
their fellow - laborers, Elders Graham and Druce. 

Nlder B. Bennett elearly showed how strictly the Church of Jesus Obrist 
of Latter-day Saints corresponds in all its features with that established by 
our Savior in His day, and that obedience to the principles which Christ 
fought is essential to salvation, He bore his testimeny, to the divinity of ‘the 

tter-day work, and the missiva of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

_Ejder J. A. Smith showed the necessity of us relying upon the assistance 
of the Spirit of God iu our preaching aud all that we do. The people accused 
the Elders of deenying their converts dway to Salt Lake. The accusation 
was false, and anybody could prove it by asking the hundreds of proselytes 
that leave this country annually. He knew Joseph Smith was a Prophet of 
God, for the doctrines he taught, and the power and signs accompanying 
bis administration, amply proved this, and the Saints generally could 
ef his divine calling. He referred briefly to the apostate condition of the 
world, and exhorted the Saints to live up to the requirements uf the Gospel 
which they had received. 

Elder H. L. Jumes said, the fact that the Latter-day Saints teach the same 
dowrines that Christ and His Apostles taught, and suffer the same kind of 
epjewition and persecution as they did, proved them to be the people of God. 
Christ had established a plan for the redemption of the human fumily, and 
compliance with that alone would save them. Christ complied with the law 
Hiweelf—going down into the waters of baptism to fulfill ell righteousness, 
wad sst an example for us Signs as well as salvation are promised to those 
obeying the jaws of initiation into the Church. He knewthe work in which 
be was engaged to be of God. 

President W. F. Smith presented the authorities of the Church as suste . 
the last General Conference, and the general and local authorities of ihe 
Coniferenee, all of which. were unanimously sustained, The financial ) 
for the six months, ending, October 2188, was aleo 


‘Apostle John Henry Sith. 


a“ 
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On assembling at 6 p. m., after singing, and prayer by Elder W. D: Walliams, 
President W. F. Smith referred to the mysterious manner in whith the 
so-called “ Christian” world at large, view the plan of salvation. The Lord 
had revealed certain unchangeable principles to the human family, which 
they had to obey, in order to be saved. This church possessed the same 
characteristics as the primitive Church of Christ. The Bible alone was 
insufficient to save maukiud, although the Christian“ world claimed that 
it contained all the revelations: necessary for this purpose, They taught net 
the doctrines of ‘Christ, therefore they were not His. They usurped the 
offices of the Priesthood, and at the same time denied the only means 
through which authority to officiate in the same was given. He also spoke 
on the first principles of the Gospel, proving them from the Scriptures. 

Elder G. C Lambert had a testimony to bear that this work was the werk 
of God. It Was tha Kingdk u which Daniel saw, chat the God of Heaven 
should set up never to be overthrown. He knew Joseph Smith to be a 
Prophet of God. The works he performed and the principles he estab- 
lished were sufficient to prove bis divine mission. The world ridiculed the 
idea of Gol choosing the Hliterate to establish His Kingdom, but He as o mule 
had always worked in this manner. The Gospel would regenerate man- 
kind, and. the next generation of the Suints would surpass the present in 
many respects. Judgments would come upon the world far .rejectimg the 
Gospel, for as it was in the days of Noab, so it would be in the days of the 
comint of Christ. The Lord in a wonderful manner had preserved His 
Church and people, and without His-interposition it could nt have existed. 
He thanked God for the opposition™anggan tered by this work, for it had always 
proven beneficial tu the Saints, and- be exhorted the Saints to so live as to 
hav’ the Spirit continually to lead andicomfort mem. 

Apostle John Heury Sutith epeks the sesponsible positions occupied by 
they. received in many places, and the conse- 
of ‘Pejecting the message they exrried. Tbe testimeny of God's 
judgmeuts would follow that of His servants. The christian ministers” 
due day taught deavh-bed eonversion and salvation—salvation through 
riet atonement alone, without obedience to the ordinances established 
1 Him... That through the efficacy of prayer, murderers, adulterers, 
enter into the Kingdom of God. This was “fylee 
‘fhealogs, salenlated,to deceive mapkind, and deprive them of salvation. 
It wae impossible for corrupt men to endure the glorious presence of God, 
- and holy. beings. The world was in a state of apostasy and darkness, and the 
Gospel of Christ was in possessive of he, Latter - day Saints only, and no man 
~gonld be saved without obeying the, requigements of the same. Promises of 
made Elders to those whe obeyed the Gospel, 

tealtation, aud with st peteatntion, Joseph Smith, or any other ind, 
wteblished Shia Kingdom. G0. ounder and spstainer, He knew 
that the Zion of God was on the — th dre were His authorised 
servants, teachings, treat them wi 


* 


tions of salvation. W. D. W 


kindness, Ii 


